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Te Muri Regional Park variation 

 
File No.: CP2015/21725 
 

Purpose 
1. To endorse the draft variation to the Regional Parks Management Plan 2010 (RPMP) to 

incorporate Te Muri Regional Park and to seek approval to publically notify this. 

Executive Summary 
2. The Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee approved public notification of the intention to 

vary the RPMP to incorporate Te Muri Regional Park at the committee’s meeting on 9 June 
2015. Council publically notified the intention to vary the RPMP in mid-July. 

3. This initial notification sought comment on issues and matters to be considered in the 
preparation of the draft plan.  Feedback to the proposal was received from a number of key 
stakeholders including recreation groups, neighbours, previous owners and individual 
members of the public. 

4. Key themes from the initial consultation include pedestrian and vehicle access into the park, 
development of recreational activities such as horse riding walking, cycling, camping, 
retention of the remote feeling of the park and access over the Te Muri Stream and Puhoi 
River. 

5. Hui have been held with iwi and a cultural impact assessment has been prepared by Ngati 
Manuhiri. This assessment has been utilised to inform the draft variation.  

6. Rodney Local Board members at their Rodney Local Board meeting held on 2 November 
2015 formally recorded their views for consideration in the development of the draft variation 
to the RPMP. 

7. If the public notification of the draft variation is approved consultation will run from mid-
December 2015 and close early March 2016. Submissions will be heard by independent 
commissioners in April/May and the commissioners’ recommendations reported back to the 
Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee for a final decision in June 2016. 

Recommendation/s 
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee: 

a) endorse the draft variation to the Regional Parks Management Plan 2010 to 
incorporate Te Muri Regional Park and minor variations to the Mahurangi section of 
the plan, as shown in Attachments A and B, and requests this be publically notified to 
seek the community’s feedback. 

Comments 
8. Te Muri Regional Park comprising 382.46ha was purchased by council in 2010.  A variation to 

the RPMP is being undertaken prior to Te Muri Regional Park being formally opened to the 
public.   

9. At the Parks, Recreation and Sport committee’s 9 June meeting the committee resolved to  

a) approve the initiation of a variation of the Regional Parks Management Plan 2010 to 
incorporate Te Muri Regional Park, and 

b) approve the appointment of an independent hearings commissioner to hear 
submissions on a draft variation and to recommend to the Parks, Recreation and Sport 
Committee a draft variation to the Regional Parks Management Plan 2010 to 
incorporate Te Muri Regional Park.  
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10. The intention to undertake this variation was publicly notified in mid July 2015.  This included 
information on the Shape Auckland website, public notices in the NZ Herald, the Rodney and 
North Shore Times and Mahurangi Matters.  Key stakeholders and local residents within a 
1km to 1.5km radius of the park were notified.  The closing date for this phase of the 
consultation was 19 August 2015. 

11. Comments were received from 140 people via email, of which 88 of these were on a pro-
forma submission.  Submissions on behalf of groups were received from: 

 Department of Conservation 

 NZ Horse Network 

 Horse Connections NZ 

 Auckland Tramping Club 

 Puhoi Canoes 

 NZ Walking Access Commission 

 Mahurangi Action Inc 

 West Auckland District Tramping Club 

 Friends of Regional Parks 

 New Zealand Motor Caravan Association 

12. Three members of the Schischka family (previous landowner) provided comments on the 
future of the park. 

13. In addition a petition on Change.Org was organised by Horse Connections NZ and had 1,046 
signatories supporting the provision of horse riding on the park. 

14. The main themes evident in the initial feedback have been: 

 Retention of the remote visitor experience 

 Provision for horse-riding and mountain biking 

 Development of a coastal trail connecting Te Muri with Wenderholm and Mahurangi West 
Regional Parks 

 Utilising the park for the Te Araroa trail as an alternative to going down the Puhoi River 

 Vehicle access into the park 

 Retention and expansion of camping opportunities 

15. The feedback received from this first round of consultation has been has been used to inform 
the draft variation, refer to Attachment C for a summary of this feedback. 

16. The draft variation covers the addition of Te Muri Regional Park to Section 17 Parks Specific 
Management, refer to Attachment A.  This includes a park vision, park values, management 
focus, management policies and recreation use and activities.   

17. The vision for the park is: 

 Together with Wenderholm and Mahurangi Regional Parks, Te Muri forms a strategic 
coastal park network on the north eastern coast of the region. Te Muri is a farmed park 
that offers a wide range of individual and group-orientated active outdoor recreation 
pursuits in a picturesque setting with panoramic views over the Hauraki Gulf and islands. 
The park contains a kiwi bach escape and a camping area close to a sandy beach 
offering safe swimming, kayaking and other beach related activities.  The park is rich in 
cultural heritage and natural values and is an outstanding example of best practice land 
management which provides a context for environmental education and demonstrates 
effective conservation strategies. 
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18. The plan provides for a staged development of the park to provide for recreational use.  This 
will initially hinge on improvements being made to Hungry Creek Road and the intersection 
with State Highway 1.  It is proposed an arrival area be developed at the entrance to the park 
and that as resources permit the central road would be upgraded and a primary arrival area 
would be developed, set back from the beach.  

19. While there was support in the feedback not to provide vehicle access into the park, this is 
required to fully utilise the council’s significant investment in this park and make it as available 
as possible to all sectors of the community.   

20. Over time a track network will be developed that caters for walkers, horse riders and mountain 
bike riders.  The plan also gives consideration to linking Te Muri with the adjacent regional 
parks, as suggested in the feedback.     

21. The park’s significant cultural and historic values have been recognised in policies that aim to 
protect, enhance and interpret these.  In addition, while the park will continue to be farmed, 
revegetation will continue to be undertaken in riparian areas and erosion prone slopes. The 
significant view shafts in the park have been identified and will be protected. 

22. The map of Te Muri Regional Park is currently under development and will be tabled at the 
meeting.  This reflects the park vision and management and development policies considered 
for the park and will be included in the RPMP Volume 2: Maps.   

23. A minor variation to the RPMP related to adjoining Mahurangi (West) Regional Park is 
proposed to update this to remove or amend reference to Te Muri where appropriate, refer to 
Attachment B which includes tracked changes.  There will also be an addendum added to the 
RPMP of consequential changes relating to the addition of Te Muri to the regional park 
network.  No changes are proposed to the generic policy sections. 

Consideration 

Local board views and implications 

24. At the Rodney Local Board Parks, Culture and Community Development Committee 
workshop on the 21st September 2015 the members discussed the main themes from the 
feedback received from the initial round of public consultation and provided staff with their 
views. 

25. At the workshop the committee requested their views be formally recorded by way of 
resolutions at their Parks, Culture and Community Development Committee meeting on 2 
November 2015.  The local board resolved at this meeting that their views to be considered in 
the preparation of the variation were: 

a) Greater consultation with the community is required on the coastal trail proposal, 
particularly the bridge across the Puhoi River and the associated visual impact, health 
and safety issues and the significant cost required to develop and maintain the 
structure.  

b) Support pedestrian and operational access being provided across the Te Muri Stream. 

c) Acknowledge and retain the remote feeling of the park. 

d) Provision of practicable vehicle access to the park for families, the elderly or infirm.  

e) Support developing the park for use by walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. 

f) Support houses on the park being added to the council’s bach escapes.  

g) Support linking existing and proposed walkway connections through Te Muri Regional 
Park to add to the national walkway network. 

26. These matters have been considered in the development of the draft variation. 
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Māori impact statement 

27. Te Muri Regional Park is a place of significance for Iwi and contains a number of important 
historic sites including pa, urupa and other archaeological sites. 

28. Iwi consultation was initiated in June and hui have been held with Ngati Manuhiri, Ngati 
Whatua o Kaipara and Ngati Maru.   

29. Ngati Manuhiri has prepared a cultural values assessment to cover Te Muri, Wenderholm 
and Mahurangi West Regional Parks. This has been considered in the development of the 
draft variation and will assist future management and planning at Te Muri, Wenderholm and 
Mahurangi Regional Parks. 

30. Further engagement with these mana whenua will now be undertaken over the draft plan. 

Implementation 
31. Due to the consultation period running over the Christmas break the consultation period is 

proposed to run from mid-December 2015 to early March 2016. This will allow a park open 
day and further hui to be held in February and sufficient time for feedback to be submitted 
before the consultation period closes in early March. 

32. Consultation will include advertising in the NZ Herald and three local papers, posters or 
temporary signage located on adjoining regional parks and notice boards in the local area, a 
park open day.  Key stakeholders and local residents within a 1km to 1.5km radius of the 
park will be notified.  There will be information on Shape Auckland Shape Auckland website 
Council’s Facebook page and will include a link to an online survey.   

33. It is anticipated that any hearing of submissions and deliberations will be held in April/May 
2016 and that the final plan will be adopted by the Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee 
by June/July 2016. 

 

Attachments 

No. Title Page 

A  Draft variation covering Te Muri Regional Park 85 

B  Draft minor variation to Mahurangi 99 

C  Summary of feedback to the initial round of consultation 113 
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